
 

 

 
 

 

September 2019 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians 

 

Welcome to the autumn term!  This term, our topic based approach to teaching a creative 

curriculum will be based around Habitats.   

 

The unit will encourage personal development, which will help your child to become a more 

responsible and independent learner. It will also promote international understanding, 

developing both a sense of the independence of their own country and culture and the 

interdependence between countries and cultures. 

 

As part of this topic we plan to go on a trip to look at different habitats and to make our 

own habitats. We will also go on a walk around Hitchin, looking at the history of Hitchin. 

 

Throughout the ‘Habitats’ unit we will be focusing on science, art, geography and design 

technology. These are the learning goals we will be working on in each subject. 

 

In geography, we will be finding out: 

 about homes around the world 

 about the ways in which different people live their lives 

 

In technology we will be finding out: 

 how to design a comfortable shelter from natural materials 

 how to design a house using local materials 

 

In art, we will be finding out: 

 about prehistoric cave paintings 

 how to make paints from natural materials 

 how artists, architects and designers have shaped the world’s cities 

 

In Science, we will be finding out: 

 how to investigate a local habitat  

 about different habitats within the school grounds 

 how to sort animals into groups 

 about how animals have adapted 

 about food chains and food webs 

 about seasonal changes to habitats and migration 

 

In international studies, we will be finding out: 

 about homes and habitats in different countries 

 about habitats of global importance that are at risk 

 



 

 

In history we will be finding out about changes in Britain from the stone age to the iron 

age. In particular we will be learning about farming, technology, religious beliefs, travel, art 

and culture. We will also be learning about our own local history, finding out about: 

 how homes in the local area have changed 

 how Hitchin has changed over time 

 

The children will be reading, writing, researching, illustrating and working both 

independently and in groups. 

 

We will also be following units in both English and mathematics. In English we will be 

exploring fairy stories and traditional tales and will be learning about language used in 

poetry. We will also focus on basic grammar. Towards the end of term we will be putting on 

a Year 3 production – more information will follow! 

 

In RE, we will be learning about Christianity and Buddhism. In music we will be working on 

our basic skills and we will also be learning French with Mrs Skinner. Activity afternoon will 

be on a Thursday, when PE specialists will lead the children in a variety of games activities. 

 

We already know the interest you take in your child’s work.  If you can, please discuss with 

your child the work they have done as the term progresses. In particular, you might want 

to talk with your child about your home, the place where you live and about places where 

you have lived in the past. You may wish to explain how your home suits your family’s needs. 

 

If your child has something to research please help and support them – but without 

actually doing the work!  If you have the chance to further your child’s interest in our 

‘Habitats’ topic, please take it – but your enthusiasm and interest are the most important 

things.   

 

By the end of the unit we hope that your child will have achieved all of the learning targets 

and had an enjoyable time in the classroom.  WeI hope you will have enjoyed seeing your 

child work with enthusiasm.  We will have the opportunity to share our work with you, but 

in the meantime, please feel free to pop into class at the end of the school day, to see your 

child’s work on our displays. 

 
Thank you for your continuing support, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Miss McGurk and Mr Lord 


