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Reading and Book Chat - Quality, not quantity is the key. 

Read a few pages rather than an entire book. Do take time to work out tricky/unknown 

words together but try to let the reading happen without lots of interruption. 

Interrupting a reader -especially an emerging reader- can hamper understanding, 

following, and remembering a storyline. It can also affect prediction of words and 

sounds. More importantly, it can impact a reader’s enjoyment. 

Spend a similar amount of time on book chat as you did with reading. 

 What’s the point of book chat?  

 To share enjoyment and interest 

 To help clarify meaning 

 To understand characters and events better 

 To understand the intent of the author 

 To make predictions 

Some of the questions below should be useful as 

prompts. 

 Clarify the meaning of a new/tricky word 

 Remind me, what has just happened?  

 (Re-telling is an important but challenging skill)  

 What happened after....? 

 Can you tell me why…? 

 What does the word … make you think of? 

 Remind me what the problem is in the story  

 What do you think of the story so far? (why?) 

 If you were in the story, who would you be? 

 How would you describe the main character? (Can you do it in 3 words?) 

 If you were in the story, would you do anything differently? 

 Who is your favourite character so far? (why?) 

 

 Did anything surprise you about the story today? 

 If you met (pick a character), what advice would you give them? 

 How do you think it will end? (What makes you think that?) 

 

 Ask about an illustration 

 What would you say to/ask the author if you met them? 

 What new fact from the book can you impress me with today? 

 What do you think about the way the book is set out? 

 Has today’s read left you with any questions?  

 What are you hoping to read next? 


