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Monday 4™ September 2023
Dear Parents and Carers
Autumn Term Update 1

Welcome back to the start of a new academic year and for those families starting at Whitehill for the
first time, welcome. | hope you all had a lovely summer break and were able to spend some quality
family time together. It is typical that the weather we longed for over the six-week holiday has finally
arrived.

Communication

From time to time, | will write an ‘Update’ similar to this to inform or remind families of key
information items or upcoming events. These will be emailed via School Gateway and a copy placed
on the letters section of the school website.

In addition to this formal method of communication, we make use of ‘X’ (formally known as Twitter
and for the rest of the year will probably continue to be referred to as Twitter) as a way of sharing
what is happening in class, on trips and at sporting events. These are informal and | can’t guarantee
every child will appear in every tweet; they are intended to give a flavour of what is happening in
school. As it is a ‘locked’ account, you will need to apply to follow — please contact the office with
any questions.

Each Friday, | will also continue to produce a weekly blog, which will be posted on the school
website. My weekly ramblings will take a light-hearted look at what has happened during the week
and also what the pupils have to look forward to in the following week. This is a great way of finding
out what Whitehill is about (and | am not just saying that to increase ‘views’). | will also send a link to
the latest blog each week via the two methods of communication, above.

RAAC

There has been a great deal in the news in recent days around the use of RAAC (reinforced
autoclaved aerated concrete) in schools and other public buildings. | can confirm that we were
surveyed as per the government’s requirements and have received confirmation from the local
authority (our ‘appropriate body’) that there is no known RAAC in Whitehill. This is a relief given the
uncertainty in some other schools across the country.

Absences / Attendance

It is imperative pupils are in school as much as possible and there are clear links between academic
outcomes and attendance. At Whitehill, our attendance / absence rates are very good but it will be
something that | am expected to monitor even more closely from this year.

For this reason, you may receive a letter from me when / if your child’s attendance drops below
certain levels. Whilst | understand that there may be legitimate reasons why your child is not in
school, | would encourage you all to ensure absences are kept to a minimum. Please do not be
offended by this communication; it is something | am required to do and is intended to act as a
conversation starter to see if there is a way we can support you to ensure your child is in school as
much as possible.

Start of the Day

It was lovely to see you again on the playground this morning and catch up with summer holiday
news. | am out every morning (I am in school) and if you have any questions or just want to chat
about matters of the moment, please feel free to come up and say hello.
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Currently, our registers close at 8.55am and so pupils are able to arrive from 8.35am up to 8.55am.
This time in class is designated our ‘soft start’ and is a chance for pupils to get settled through a
series of self-regulated activities. We see this as a very important part of our daily routine. Moving
forward, we are going to have to change the time the register closes to 8.45am and so | would urge
all of you to have this time in mind when coming to school. We will still maintain the 20 minute soft
start but will bring forward the time after which a pupil will be marked late to 8.45am. | will write
again to confirm when this change will come in formally — probably at the start of the Spring Term —
but for now would urge you all to get into the habit of arriving in school between 8.35am and
8.45am.

School Gates

It was brought to my attention before the summer break that when parents were waiting around
the school gates before and after school, that some adults were using vapes or smoking. Whilst |
appreciate that it is off school grounds and therefore | have no direct control over this, | would ask
that you move a suitable distance away from the gate itself to ensure that other pedestrians don’t
have to breathe in the fumes as they come in and leave the school grounds. Thank you for support
with this.

Christmas Assembly

Apologies for talking about the last day of term on the first day of term but | wanted to draw your
attention to this just in case you are planning time off based on previous school calendars. We have
been unsuccessful in securing St Mary’s Church this year for our Christmas assembly (the first time in
many years) and so we will not be making the annual pilgrimage on the last day of term. We are
planning on doing something in school on a similar theme but clearly will not have the room to allow
parents to join us. Instead, we plan to stream the assembly, similar to the final assembly in July, via
Teams and hope some of you will be able to join our virtual assembly. | will obviously share further
details nearer the time.

Snacks at Break Times
Please could | ask that snacks sent in to be consumed at break times are fruit / vegetable based and
support our ‘healthly eating’ mantra. As a rule, | would ask that food in packets is avoided.

School Lunches

| would like to thank all of you for remembering to pre-order your child’s school lunches today. |
don’t think we have ever had so many remember on the first day of term before. School lunches can
be ordered well in advance using School Grid. Links and information are all on the school website.

School Photographs

| know Mrs Lanni has already emailed you in relation to the school photographs which are taking
place tomorrow. There is the opportunity for some non-Whitehill sibling photos to be taken before
school and we try and pick up school-based siblings after all the individual photos have been taken.

Thank you for your continued support of Whitehill School. | look forward to chatting with our new
families over the coming days and weeks.

Kind regards,

Qe M

Steve Mills
Headteacher
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