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Monday 18" September 2023
Dear Parents and Carers
Autumn Term Update 2

| am sure for many, the start of the term is already a distant memory and the pupils have achieved
so much since the start of term. Year 3 and Year 6 have already had their first outings and from
today, the timetables start in earnest across all four year groups.

At this time of the year, | tend to send a few reminders out, many of which are already embedded,
and so please do forgive me if | am stating the obvious, or ‘preaching to the converted’.

School Lunches

For those pupils who have school lunch, these can be booked via School Grid and you are able to
select your child’s lunch for the whole of the term. Our school Christmas lunch will take place on
Wednesday 13" December.

If your child is absent and would have a school lunch that day, please make sure that you log onto
School Grid to cancel the meal. You can do this up to 9.00am. If you don’t cancel the meal for the
day, you may still be charged.

Absences

| mentioned in my first update, the importance of children being in school as much as they possibly
can. There are always times when we might not feel 100% but this shouldn’t automatically mean we
need to stay away from school. Developing resilience and working through being ‘slightly off colour’
is an important message to instil in our young people.

If your child is too ill to attend school, then please do contact the school office to let them know the
reasons. This will also prevent a text being sent chasing you for an update.

Whilst it is too early for me to send out attendance ‘concerns’ at this stage, | will look to set these up
for the second half of the term. For now, | have attached an interesting graphic which | think
highlights the impact of the occasional day off and how this can soon mount up.

Consultation Evenings

In the coming days, you will receive an email inviting you to book a meeting with your child’s class
teacher. These meetings take place on either Tuesday 17™" or Wednesday 18" October between
3.30pm and 6.40pm and are conducted via video link. Details of the platform we use will be sent out
with the invite so that you are all able to book an appointment.

On the afternoon of Monday 16 October, you will also have the opportunity to pop into school and
have a look at your child’s classroom and their books prior to these consultation evenings. The
school will be open from 2.30pm and again, details will be sent out nearer the time.

Local Authority Project
Many of you will already be aware of the proactive approach we take at Whitehill to support all
families to engage with all aspects of school life. | am proud of the work we do here to ensure all
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pupils are able to participate in every activity regardless of family circumstances. Whether this be
with some uniform, the cost of a day trip or even funding the residentials in Year 4 and Year 6. Mrs
Lanni and Mrs Granger, my wonderful admin team in the school office, are discrete and proactive in
ensuring all pupils get the opportunities they deserve.

To this end, we are doing a little project with the local authority on just this, seeing what good
practice we can share with them, as well as seeing if there is anything else we could do. In advance
of their visit at the end of the month, some of you may receive a questionnaire which the local
authority will use as a basis for any discussions we have. Should you receive one, and have the time,
| would be grateful if you would fill it in. Thank you in advance for this.

Should you have any questions or any suggestions yourselves, please do not hesitate in coming and
having a chat with me.

Welcome Letters

All pupils should have brought home a ‘welcome letter’ from their year group teaching team on
Friday. If these haven’t materialised, please do dig deeply into your child’s bag to see if they have got
lost in there. Alternatively, a copy of each letter can be found under the curriculum section of the
school website.

Uniform

You will not be surprised to hear that our lost property box is already quite full. Any item of uniform
which is named can relatively quickly be returned to the rightful owner. That which is not causes a
few more problems. Please can | ask you to name all uniform, especially jumpers and coats which
are removed frequently so that we keep lost property to a minimum. If your child is already missing
something, please do pop into the school office where all lost property is kept.

That concludes my reminders for this week. Thank you for your ongoing support of the school.

Kind regards,

e M

Steve Mills
Headteacher
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