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10* October 2023
Dear Parents and Carers
Autumn Term Update 3

As we head very quickly towards the half term break, there are one or two information items to
share with you which wouldn’t necessarily make their way into my weekly blog.

Consultation Evenings

The platform to book a consultation appointment with your child’s class teacher went live last week
and at the time of writing, over 90% of you have successfully booked your appointments. Should you
be having any difficulty, please do contact the school office and we will see what we can do to help.
The two evenings on which you can book an appointment are Tuesday 17" and Wednesday 18"
October.

In advance of these meetings, we will be holding an informal open afternoon on Monday 16"
October where you will be able to pop into school and have a look at your child’s classroom and also
their books. Parents should come into school via the main entrance from 2.30pm. For anyone who
needs to get to Highbury to collect a sibling, you may take your Whitehill pupil with you before the
usual 3.15pm ‘end of day’.

Parking

| enjoy meeting and chatting with parents on the playground each morning, especially at the
moment whilst the weather is still lovely. One of the things that | notice when outside in the
morning is the occasional chaos around parking and dropping off.

Whilst | have absolutely no jurisdiction with what happens, | would ask that we all think carefully
about where you park when dropping off or collecting during school run times, being mindful of our
neighbours and each other. More importantly being mindful of the safety of our pupils, particularly
around the junction of Broadmead and Whitehill Road.

Bottle Tops

Over the last few months, we have been collecting bottle tops as part of a recycling scheme. Mr
Lord, who has been overseeing the collection, has informed me that we will be bringing this project
to a close soon, so we will no longer be collecting tops. Our collection is quite impressive and it will
be sent off and swapped for some recycled furniture in the coming weeks.

Mr Lord and | will share with you what the outcomes of this project are and also suggestions for
where you may still be able to take any plastic tops you collect.

Car Seats

We are so fortunate to be able to take part in so many wonderful sporting events organised or
facilitated by Miss Gooderham. We are also extremely grateful to all of you who are able to help
with transport, without which we wouldn’t be able to take as many pupils as we do. Thank you.

We are also taking part in more lower school events which means we are having to transport pupils
who may be under the 135cm height limit for still needing a booster seat. As part of future letters
where younger (and therefore shorter) pupils are invited to participate, we will remind you that
booster seats will be needed to be used for these pupils. We will ask that booster seats are brought
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into school (if you are not transporting your own child) and left at the office so that they can be
allocated to their rightful bottoms for the journey. Miss Gooderham will always have a plan in terms
of which pupils will go in which car and so she will be able to ensure seats are allocated to all who
need them.

Desks

We have recently taken delivery of some new furniture for two of our teaching rooms thanks to the
money raised by our Friends’ Association. This does mean that we have quite a few single desks we
no longer require (pictured below).

If anyone would like one (or more) or knows of anyone who would like one, please do come and
have a chat with me or contact Mrs Lanni or Mrs Granger in the school office. We are not looking to
make any money from them but are keen that they go to a good home, if possible.

Attendance

Attendance continues to be something that | am monitoring closely and in general, the school’s
overall attendance remains very good indeed. Thank you for your support in ensuring that your
children are in school when they are supposed to be.

Please keep an eye on the clock to ensure that your child is in school on time, remembering that
over the course of the year, we will need to bring the time after which your child will be marked late
from 8.55am to 8.45am. Being outside in the morning as | am, it is clear that the overwhelming

majority of pupils do get into their classrooms for this earlier time.

Can | also remind you that should your child not be in school for whatever reason, you will need to
cancel your child’s school lunch before 9.00am otherwise you still may be charged.

Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support.
Kind regards,
Gete. Mty

Steve Mills
Headteacher
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