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15 November 2023
Dear Parents and Carers
Autumn Term Update 5

As we reach the midpoint of November, there are a few information items and reminders to share
with you.

Parking

Some of you will have seen a parking enforcement officer from the council hovering around
Whitehill Road and Broadmead in recent days. They do act as a deterrent and the parking on these
roads does improve when they are in attendance.

Where we are still noticing problems with parking, or at least having issues reported to us, is with
the parking on Sunnyside Road. Please would you not park on the ‘zig zags’ near to the Sunnyside
gate as this obstructs the view the pupils have when trying to cross the road from the alleyway
coming up from Stevenage Road.

Sunnyside Road is often used as a ‘rat run’ with cars speeding down towards Stevenage Road, trying
to avoid the congestion on Whitehill Road and further up Stevenage Road and therefore it is
imperative pedestrians have a clear view in both directions. | have asked the enforcement team to
spend some time on this road to ensure the area around the school is kept clear. Thank you for your
support with this.

INSET Day
Can | remind you that school will be closed to all pupils on Friday 24" November as this is one of our
designated INSET days.

Non-Uniform Day

On Thursday 23 November, we will be having a non-uniform day supporting our wonderful Friends’
Association. Pupils are invited to bring in a bottle of something in return for wearing their own
clothes. Details in relation to this and upcoming Friends’ Association events, including the discos,
were in their recent newsletter. | have also updated the calendar on the school website.

Save the Date

On Friday 1°t December, the Friends’ Association will be hosting their Christmas Fair at Highbury. It
will start straight after school and run through until 6.00pm. There will be plenty to do and plenty of
festive food and drink! The raffle will also be drawn and so look out for tickets coming home with
the pupils this week.

Christmas Lunch

Our school Christmas lunch will be on Wednesday 13" December and details for those pupils who do
not usually have a school lunch will be coming home soon. We are calling this a ‘Festive Fun Day’ and
inviting pupils to wear something Christmassy should they wish to. This could be a festive sweater*,
some Christmassy colours, a Christmas hat or simply some tinsel.

*Qur Friends’ Association will be collecting preloved Christmas jumpers in the week commencing
27" November and these will be available at the Christmas Fair.
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| will be speaking to pupils about this as we get closer to the day.

Whilst mentioning school lunches, can | give you my regular reminder to cancel your child’s lunch if
they are ever off school. This needs to be done by 9.00am, otherwise you risk being charged by Herts
Catering.

Final Assembly

You may remember that we are unable to use St Mary’s Church this year for our traditional end of
term Christmas assembly. For that reason, we are going to do something in school instead for the
pupils. I imagine it will start at around 11.00am but this is very much subject to change.

We will be live streaming this assembly (in some form) and so if you would like to join us, please look
out for the link which will be sent home just before. It is likely to be via Teams and similar to the way
we stream the final celebration assembly at the end of the summer term.

That is it for this update. As always, more information about the day-to-day ‘goings on’ at Whitehill
are available every Friday via my blog. We also have our X (Twitter) feed with teachers sharing what
the pupils are doing in class.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Best wishes,

e MM

Steve Mills
Headteacher
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