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9'" January 2024
Dear Parents and Carers
Spring Term Update 1

Happy New Year to you all. | hope the recent break was enjoyable and you managed to spend some
quality family time together. It seems strange sending out the first update of 2024 and the first of
the spring term, just as the temperatures plummet and the forecasts predict snow.

Severe Weather Plans

I am hoping that weather warnings for our region turn out not to be as extreme as we have had in
the past and that | don’t have any difficult decisions to make. Let’s keep our fingers crossed. The
next few weeks look favourable but we know how quickly things can change.

Should I have to make a decision about whether or not to close the school then | will always aim to
do so as early as possible and in conjunction with Mrs Avey at Highbury Infants. Such a decision is
only ever made when | would be unable to staff the school adequately and keep all pupils safe. It is
more about the conditions of the roads rather than the amount of snow on the school site.

We would use all possible channels of communication to share the news with you including email
and social media and would also ask that you share this information with any informal groups you
may have as parents. Please work on the assumption that the school will be open unless you hear
from me.

Social Media Changes

We have a very active social media presence and currently make use of X (Twitter) as one way of
providing updates, photographs and news about what the pupils have been getting up to in school. X
is becoming more and more ‘clunky’ and falling out of favour with many of its users.

For this reason, we are going to start using Instagram as our social media platform. It will be a
private account so that we can use it in the same way as we have been using X. Only people we
approve can follow the school and get access to the posts.

If you would like to follow us on Instagram, then our username is whitehilljunior. We will look out
for requests and approve them as soon as possible. We need to be able to marry up your usernames
/ accounts to ensure we only approve the right people.

In the short term, you may see staff using both X and Instagram — particularly for notices — but there
will come a time when we stop using the former.

Should you require any help, please do come and have a chat with me on the playground or pop into
the school office.




Morning Start Time

You may recall that | have previously spoken about a plan to bring the official start time of the school
forward to 8.45am. It has been interesting to see that many of you have already made the effort to
get onto the playground in the mornings for this time. Thank you.

| propose to make 8.45am the official school start time from the start of the Summer Term so that
we have had a whole term to get used to before it becomes a statutory requirement from
September 2024.

We will continue with our ‘soft start’ until our morning assembly each day but from Monday 15%
April, pupils will be marked as late if they are not in class by 8.45am. | will remain on the playground
until 8.55am, as | currently am, to say good morning and chat with pupils and parents.

| will remind you again nearer the start of the summer term and will update the timings on the
school website at this time.

Uniform

We collect quite a lot of lost property as | am sure you can imagine. If the uniform contains a child’s
name then we will endeavour to return it to its rightful owner but we regularly collect jumpers (in
particular) which are unnamed. Please would you name anything which could become separated
from its owner which includes PE kit as well as regular uniform.

School Lunches

This is my regular reminder to order your child’s school lunch in a timely manner using School Grid.
Equally, if your child is off for any reason, then you will need to cancel — using the same platform —
any meal ordered otherwise you may still be charged.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support.

Kind regards,

G MM

Steve Mills
Headteacher




