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29 February 2024
Dear Parents and Carers
Spring Term Update 4

No sooner are we back after a half term break than | am thinking about events planned for the last
week of term. This half term is quite short and there is plenty we need to fit in. We’ve returned to an
amazing STEM-themed curriculum week and | hope you have been keeping abreast of the amazing
activities via our Instagram page. These weeks are hard work but are worth it to see the enthusiasm
around the school.

Thank you to those parents who have given up some time this week to come in and talk about their
field of expertise and inspire our future architects or game designers, for example.

Consultation Evenings

On Monday 11™" March, you will receive a letter inviting you to book your consultation appointment
with your child’s class teacher. These are due to take place on Tuesday 26" and Wednesday 27t
March in the usual format. On the afternoon of Monday 25" March, we will open the doors of the
school again for you to come in, have a look at your child’s books, and see the displays around the
school.

The additional SEND consultation appointments with Mrs McConnell Smith will take place on the
morning of Friday 19" April between 9.00am and midday.

Mobile Phones

This is a reminder that pupils are not permitted to use mobile phones at school. This has always
been the case at Whitehill but of course has been strengthened by recent government guidance.
There are a few Year 6s who do bring their phones into school and hand them in at the office but
even then, | would question whether they really do need them. If your child does bring their phone
into school, please would you remind them to switch them off and keep them off whilst on school
grounds (not just in the school building itself).

Friends’ Association
As always, our Friends’ Association committee are working really hard and there are a few dates |
have been asked to share with you:

e Friday 15" March Non-uniform day for Easter egg tombola
e Wednesday 20" March School discos — tickets available in the usual way
e Friday 22" March Easter egg tombola
And advance warning to save the date:
e Friday 5™ July Summer Social

School Lunches
This is the regular reminder that parents and carers need to select their child’s meals via School Grid
if they want them to have a school lunch. As a rule of thumb, the kitchen are expected to prepare six




spare meals for those who have forgotten to order. On Monday this week, 25 pupils didn’t have
lunch ordered which clearly places strain on what the kitchen are able to offer.

Equally, if your child is ever off school, that meal will need to be cancelled by 9.00am on the day,
otherwise the meal would still be prepared and you may be charged.

Easter Chicks

We are selling the Garden House Hospice ‘Easter Chicks’ again this year. They have always been
popular and we have plenty available if pupils would like to purchase one to support this local
charity. The price this year is £1.50 per chick and creme egg. They are available from the school
office between now and the end of term.

Morning Registration

This is another reminder that from the start of the summer term, we will be bringing the time our
registers are taken in the morning back to 8.45am. We will be running our ‘soft start’ for pupils from
8.35am as usual but | would ask that you make every effort to arrive at school by 8.45am. The pupils
will then continue to enjoy a further 10 minutes of soft start activities.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support.

Kind regards,

SN

Steve Mills
Headteacher




