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12* March 2024
Dear Parents and Carers
Spring Term Update 5

With a little over two weeks to go until the end of this Spring Term, | look out of my window
wondering when the spring weather will actually begin. The only clue to this term are the wonderful
flowers that Mr Denney and the Year 3s planted and which have now started to bloom.

Here are a few information updates for you taking us up to the end of term.

Head Lice

It has been brought to our attention that we have a rather repetitive outbreak of head lice in school.
Once alerted by parents we will make every effort to communicate this to the relevant class. Please
can | ask for your continued support to check your child’s hair regularly if you receive such
communication.

Healthy Snacks

Can | remind you that if pupils bring in snacks to eat at break time, these should be of the ‘healthy’
variety, for example fruit, and must certainly not contain any nuts. It might be that some pupils are
raiding their packed lunch boxes early and | have asked staff to monitor this as much as possible.

Consultation Evenings

The online platform for booking your consultation evening opened yesterday morning. Three
quarters of you have already secured their appointment slot which can be done through School
Cloud. If you are having any problems, please do give the office a call and we will help you book a
time.

The appointments will take place online on Tuesday 26" and Wednesday 27™" March.

We are opening up the school on Monday 26" March from 2.30pm if you would like to come in,
have a look at your child’s books and see the work they have been doing. Please arrive via the main
door.

Attendance

| have already referenced the miserable weather and of course, this does nothing to improve our
wellbeing and general health. Our attendance statistics at Whitehill are usually very good and across
the year to date, it remains high. That being said, in recent days | have noticed a slight dip.

Learning moves on at pace and | would encourage all pupils to be in school as much as possible.
Clearly, if they have been sick or are physically unable to be in class then they should stay home and
recover. If, however, they are just ‘a little under the weather’, | would be asking the question as to
whether they would be better in school.

The DfE are monitoring schools’ attendances very closely at the moment and | am required to
account for every day a pupil has off school. For that reason, please make sure that if your child is ill
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and unable to attend, you let the office know as soon as possible on the first day of absence and
keep us informed.

Friends’ Association Updates

Non-Uniform Day — There is a hon-uniform day on Friday 15" March (this week) in support of their
Easter egg tombola.

School Disco — This term’s school discos will take place on Wednesday 20" March. Tickets are
available via Classlist.

Further details of these events and much more besides can be found on their recent newsletter. A
copy of which is on the school website.

Bikeability

Some of our Year 5 pupils will be taking part in their Bikeability training next week. Those
participating should wear clothes suitable for riding in all weathers. A change of clothes is also
advisable in case they get very wet. Pupils not participating should wear school uniform as usual.

Whilst we encourage bikes to be taken home each evening, we recognise that this isn’t always
practical. If pupils choose to leave their bikes in school overnight, they should move them at the end
of each day to the area near to the pond, behind the tall gates and lock them up. The school cannot
accept any responsibility for damage or loss to any bike whilst on the school premises.

Garden House Hospice ‘Charlie Chicks’

Thank you to anyone who purchased one of the charity chicks this year. We have sold over 200 and
raised a sizeable amount of money for this local charity. We are literally down to single figures now if
you still wanted one.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support.

Kind regards,

G MM

Steve Mills
Headteacher
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