
 
 

Tuesday 26th March 2024 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Spring Term Update 6 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Thank you to those of you who were able to make it to our open afternoon on Monday. It was lovely 

to see so many of you come in to look at your child’s books and to see the work around the school 

on display. The new way of signing in was also far more efficient and will certainly be used at future 

functions where a register of attendees is required.  

 

I recognise that the timings did not work for all families and of course, if you chat to your child’s class 

teacher or to me, we will see what we can do to make the books available on a separate occasion.  

 

As we approach the end of another exceptionally busy term, I have a few reminders for you. 

 

PE Lessons 

Please could I ask that you ensure pupils always have their PE kit in school. Whilst there is a 

timetable for each class and designated times for PE lessons, there are times outside of this when 

teachers may decide to teach PE.  

 

PE kit must include suitable footwear, which at Whitehill is a pair of training shoes. It is not practical 

nor safe to do PE outside in school shoes or plimsolls. Whilst we do have a few spare pairs for 

‘emergency use’, this is not ideal and pupils should have their own in school every day.  

 

There may be occasions where you feel your child is not fit enough to take part in a practical PE 

lesson. The doctor may have advised it or the child is obviously not up to it. If this is the case, please 

would you communicate this with your child’s class teacher through a note, a chat in the morning or 

via an email through the school office. We have had a couple of incidents where the child 

themselves has reported that they are not well enough to do PE but when we checked with parents 

this was not the case and I suppose the phrase I would use is, ‘they were trying it on’.  

 

Pupils who are unable to participate in the practical aspect of PE may still be asked to get changed 

(depending upon the reason) and will then take up the position of a ‘passive participant’. This may 

involve keeping score; acting as a referee; providing feedback to pupils as well as listening to the 

teaching so they can pick up when they return to full fitness.  

 

Team Kits 

Miss Gooderham and Miss King, along with other members of the teaching team have worked really 

hard to create opportunities for as many pupils as possible to represent the school and to put on a 

team kit.  

 

With so many pupils needing kit, it is imperative it is returned as soon as possible after a fixture, 

washed and ready to use again. The pupils know where to hand it back in and tick off their name. 



We do have a few kits outstanding and I would ask that you check at home or in your child’s bag so 

that the sets remain complete and available for use.  

 

We have been fortunate to be able to purchase new kits through our Friends’ Association, other 

grants and sponsorship through local business. That being said, we could always do with more. If you 

run a business and would like to sponsor a new set of sports kit (we are happy to display a company 

name), or work for a company who you think might be able to sponsor a new kit, please do get in 

touch with me. Depending upon what kit we purchase would dictate the cost.  

 

Registration Reminder 

Please remember that after the Easter break, we will be reverting to our official start time of 8.45am 

for registers to be taken. This means that all pupils should be in their classrooms by this time in the 

morning.  

 

Our ‘soft start’ will continue to run as usual, in that pupils can arrive in school from 8.35am and will 

take part in a variety of self-initiated tasks prior to lessons starting at 8.55am. They key difference is 

the time that we take the register – the time after which pupils will be marked ‘late’ – will be 

8.45am.  

 

School Lunches 

Herts Catering Limited have informed us that they are putting up their prices for school lunches. In 

line with other local primary schools, we have no choice but to increase the cost of the meal. From 

Monday 15th April, the cost of a school lunch will be £3.30. Arrangements for ordering and paying 

remain the same.  

 

As always, thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 
 

Steve Mills 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 


