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Music development plan summary: 
Whitehill Junior School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-2025 

Date this summary was published September 5th 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2025 

Name of the school music lead Ellie Jarman 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Hertfordshire Music Service 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

 Lesson times Performance opportunities 

Year 3 1 hour alternate weeks in class 

- drumming, percussion, recorder 

30 minutes singing assembly weekly 

Year 3 production 

Christmas service 

 

Year 4 1 hour alternate weeks in class 

- recorder, percussion, chime bars 

30 minutes singing assembly weekly 

Christmas service 

Year 5 1 hour every week in class Woodwind assembly 
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- flute or clarinet 

30 minutes singing assembly weekly 

Christmas service 

Year 6 30 minutes every week in class 

- backing beats, percussion, 

ukulele 

30 minutes singing assembly weekly 

Year 6 production 

Christmas service 

 

All children participate in class music lessons and whole school singing assembly led 

by the music lead. To see a breakdown of what is covered for each year group in more 

detail, please see the music curriculum published on the school website.  

Our curriculum is guided by the Model Music Curriculum, as well as focusing on the 

individual being able to progress. The curriculum is taught through Charanga, Sing Up 

and some resources created within school.  

 

Part B: Extra-Curricular Music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Peripatetic lessons are offered through the Hertfordshire Music Service. Lessons are 

available as one-to-one or group lessons. Instruments offered are:  

- Brass (trumpet, cornet & trombone) 

- Woodwind (flute, clarinet & saxophone) 

- Voice 

- Drums 

- Strings (Violin, Viola & Cello) 

- Guitar 

Piano lessons are offered on a private basis organised directly through the school.  

We also have an orchestra which is for those who learn an instrument in school and 

takes place weekly during the school day. This is run by two of our peripatetic 

teachers.  

There is a choir, which is run by the music lead, and rehearses for a variety of events. 

They have the opportunity to perform at the O2, Royal Albert Hall and at our local 

church as part of a Christmas service. Whilst some performances/choirs incur a 
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charge, as do other trips in school, there is support from the school given to those who 

may need it.  

Children who take peripatetic lessons have the opportunity to loan instruments through 

the Hertfordshire Music Service. They can also work towards completing grades in 

their instrument. Our Year 5 cohort are able to loan the flute or clarinet they are 

learning, so that they can further develop their skills at home.  

   

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

All children attend singing assembly on a Thursday morning (9-9:30). All children have 

the opportunity to sing as part of the whole school, or in the Christmas Choir, at St 

Mary’s Church.   

Children in year 4, 5 and 6 have the opportunity to attend the Young Voices concert at 

the O2 in February 2025. (cost for the event) 

Children from year 5 and 6 have the opportunity to perform at the Royal Albert Hall in 

spring 2025. (cost for the event) 

Year 5 Children perform in a woodwind assembly in the summer term, demonstrating 

all they have learnt that year on the flute or clarinet.  

Year 3 & Year 6 have the opportunity to perform in their year group production. The 

option for soloist singers is always offered.  

All children have the opportunity to sign up to perform in an assembly.  

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

We are aiming to provide more live music events for the pupils, consisting of 

instrument demonstrations, as well as performances from local groups.  

We are also reaching out to find more performance opportunities for the children, 

enabling them to gain experience performing to a live audience.  

A pupil voice was conducted, involving the music governor, at the end of the 

2023/2024 academic year and we aim to use this feedback, where possible, to guide 

our future planning of music.  
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Further information (optional) 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

