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4t September 2025
Dear Parents and Carers
Autumn Term Update 1

| hope you have all had an enjoyable six weeks and have been able to spend some quality
family time together, whatever that might look like. The pupils all appeared to settle well
yesterday and it was wonderful to catch up with many to hear about all they got up to.

As we start the new year, here are a few information updates as well as more general
reminders to help with the smooth running of the school. Apologies in advance for the
length of this update. They won’t always be this long.

Voyager Class

There is a slight change to the teaching team in Year 5 moving forward, which, given the
fluidity of the teaching teams may not even be noticed by the pupils. Mr Lord will not be in
school on a Wednesday and so Mrs Jarman, upon her return from maternity leave in
October, will be the teacher in charge on this day. Until then, my Assistant Head, Mrs
Burniston will be covering this role for me.

Morning Registration

As a reminder, pupils can arrive at school from 8.35am and go straight into their classes at
this time. From this time, staff are on duty on the playgrounds and so | would ask that pupils
don’t arrive much earlier than this, particularly if they are coming to school unaccompanied.

Pupils must be in their classes for registration which is at 8.45am. If pupils arrive after this
time they may be recorded as arriving late and should enter via the main office.

Year 3 Data Collection Forms

We still have a few missing data collection forms from our new Year 3 pupils. This form was
sent out via email prior to the summer break and can be completed via a Google form. We
will be sending a reminder out to those families who, according to our records, are yet to
have completed it. Please would you get this completed as soon as possible.

Attendance
There continues to be a lot in the news regarding the importance of pupils being in school.

Attendance at Whitehill is very good. The overwhelming majority of pupils are in school
every day ready to learn. Resilience is key and even if not feeling 100%, unless they have a
high temperature or have been sick, they should make an effort to attend school.

Updated guidance for headteachers has been received from the local authority and
government directing us to focus on those pupils whose attendance starts to slip. | will write
to you if this is the case and hope that we can work together to ensure that any




improvement needed is made and we can avoid having to put in place any statutory
sanctions, including fixed penalty notices.

School Dinners

My annual reminder, that if you would like your child to have a school lunch, then you can
access the menus via School Grid. Lunches need to be ordered or cancelled by 9.00am each
day and of course, you can book well in advance.

Breaktime Snacks

Pupils are welcome to bring in a snack to eat at breaktime but they must be of a ‘healthy’
variety, for example fruit. Please avoid chocolate biscuits and sweet-type snacks as well as
anything containing nuts.

Consultation Evenings

I wouldn’t normally include a reference to our Autumn Term consultation evenings in my
first update, however there have been some changes to the days of the week these will take
place on and also | have had to change the dates for one class. The appointments with Mr
Wells for Kahlo Class will take place on Tuesday 30%" September and Wednesday 1% October.
The other classes will be on Monday 20™ and Tuesday 215 October. | will write again with
details on how to book your appointment.

Communicating with Parents
These updates are a more formal information-sharing format and arrive in your inbox when
there is important news to share.

For more informal information, news and reviews of the pupils’ work and activities, there is
my weekly blog on our school website which | try to keep light-hearted and occasionally
amusing. | will send out a link via SchoolComms and Instagram every Friday afternoon.

Having referenced Instagram, | am working through the new follower requests and have
accepted those who | could identify as having a link with the school. If you have applied to
follow but have not yet been accepted would you please let me know. Catch me on the
playground or pop into the school office and | can give you access. We use this social media
platform for fun updates of what the pupils have been doing in school as well as sporting
results, visit and trip pictures and latest news. It is very useful when pupils are on a trip as
we can provide live traffic updates and arrival times.

Any questions regarding any form of communication, please do come and have a chat.

Emailing Teachers

There are many ways in which you can communicate with your child’s class teacher. They
are available for that quick chat at drop off from 8.35am perhaps to inform of a change of
person collecting them; or if you want to check on some homework.

You can also write a note in the reading record book and ask your child to show their
teacher.

Should you wish to email, | would ask that these are sent to our
admin@whitehill.herts.sch.uk email address with the subject as, for example, ‘FAO Mrs
Smith re Fred Blogs’. These will then be sent straight to the class teacher for a response.
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Please be patient if a response is needed as teachers are very busy during the day but you
should hear back within 48 hours.

School Uniform

It is always lovely to see the pupils back looking smart in their school uniform at the start of
the year. Thank you to Mrs Grant and our Friends’ Association for ensuring quality ‘pre-
loved’ uniform is always available.

A copy of our uniform policy can be found on the school website, and | would ask that you
pay particular attention to footwear.

In addition, please make sure your child has appropriate PE kit with them every day which
includes a pair of training shoes. Pupils are not allowed to take part in PE lessons wearing
their school shoes.

Should you have any questions regarding uniform or perhaps need some support, please do
not hesitate to come and have a chat with Mrs Flanagan or Mrs Granger and we can see
what we can do to help.

School Calendar

Key dates for key events will be shared in a variety of ways with you. There will usually be a
letter containing the information you need for any visit or sports fixture, for example and
these will be sent out in a timely manner. We will also do our very best to keep the calendar
updated on the school website.

Apologies for the length of this initial communication with you and as always, thank you for
your ongoing support.

Kind regards,

e MM

Steve Mills
Headteacher
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