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As the autumn term gathers pace, we'd like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families joining
Whitehill and Highbury Schools - we hope your children have settled in happily and are enjoying
school life.

This year (2025/26) sees a new-look FOWHS committee! We're sad to say goodbye to Katie Halpin,
Karen Grant and Anna Kealey, and we thank them for their fantastic contributions over the years. At
the same time, we're excited to welcome some brilliant new volunteers bursting with ideas. Plans are
already underway to bring our two school communities together through a range of fun events and
activities. Thanks to your amazing support, last year we raised over £16,000 — shared between
both schools — a truly fantastic achievement!

So without further ado, here’s a look at what's coming up...

Autumn Term

Non-uniform day

Both Highbury and Whitehill will be holding a Non-Uniform
Day on Thursday 27th November.

e Highbury pupils can bring a non-fresh food or drink item
in their class colour (Nursery can choose any colour) to
help fill our fabulous Christmas Raffle hampers!

e Whitehill pupils are asked to bring a £1 donation to take
part.

Thank you for your support — every contribution helps make
our festive fundraising a success!

Santa’s Sleigh

Santa and his elves will be touring the roads and
knocking on doors around the Whitehill Road area
again, on Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th December,
collecting for FOWHS.

Make sure you're in for a visit from the Big Man!




Highbury Christmas Fair

Get ready for some festive fun at our Christmas Fair
on Friday 5th December from 3-6pm! There'll be
something for everyone — from a magical visit to
Santa’s Grotto (hear a festive story and take home a
gift - tickets £5 via Classlist NOW!) to our ever-
popular Rainbow Christmas Hamper Raffle. Enjoy
crafts and Christmas activities in the classrooms,
while in the hall you can warm up with mulled wine,
hot chocolate, cakes, biscuits and mince pies. Don't
miss the Highbury class song performances, take a
guess at the elf's name, and cheer on your favourite
in the legendary Pigs in Blankets Racing! It's set to be
a wonderful afternoon of festive fun for the whole
family - we can’t wait to see you there!

Baking Pledge

We're on the lookout for the Great Hitchin Bakers to whip up some
delicious sweet treats for our Christmas Fair! Whether you're a star
baker or a first-time cupcake maker, we'd love your help filling the Tuck
Shop with festive goodies. Do get in touch if you'd like to pledge your
baking powers and if you're planning to bake any Free From options
(dairy-free, egg-free, nut-free, vegan, gluten-free, etc.), do let us know
— we'll be happy to chat about what we can accommodate and make
sure everyone gets to enjoy something tasty!

Looking ahead ...

Discos at both schools!

The legendary school discos are back — the perfect way to kick off the
New Year with a bang!
Highbury: Wednesday 14th January 2026
: Reception: 3:10 - 4:15pm  Y1+2: 4:30 - 5:30pm
Whitehill: Thursday 15th January 2026
Y3+4:6:15-7:30pm  Y5+6: 7:45 - 9:00pm
Tickets: £5 per child, available on Classlist from Monday 8" December!

Get ready — the Big Fat FOWHS Quiz is back next term (date TBC)! Start assembling your all-star
team and warming up those quiz brains...




Match Funding

Did you know that just one hour of volunteering at a
FOWHS event is enough to qualify for match funding
and help us increase our fundraising totals!

Many employers offer match funding schemes that
donate to charities when their employees volunteer —
and it really adds up! Thanks to this initiative, our
amazing volunteers helped raise an extra £3,500 at last
year's Summer Social and Christmas Fair.

If your employer runs a match funding scheme (or
you're not sure), please get in touch — it's a simple way
to make your time go even further and bring in extra
support for Whitehill and Highbury Schools!

Volunteers WeNeedYOU!

Our committee may have grown this year, but there’s
' always room for more friendly faces to help make our
N eed ed M events happen! Whether you can spare an hour here
and there or fancy getting more involved, every bit of
help makes a big difference — and there’s absolutely
no minimum commitment or pressure.
If you'd like to join in the fun, drop us a message via

email, reach out on social media, or simply come and
say hello in the playground!

Pre-loved uniform

Preloved uniform for both schools is available - please
email FOWHS.uniform@gmail.com with any requests.

Get in touch:

email: highburyandwhitehillpta@yahoo.com Classlist: www.classlist.com
Facebook: @HighburyandWhitehillPTA Instagram: @highburyandwhitehillpta

Committee 2025/26

Co-Chairs: James Wooldridge & Alison Harper; Co-Treasurers: Sarah Flain & Becky Kirk;
Co-Secretaries: Laura Hawker and Sahiba Chadha-Rigby

Committee Members: Liz Bannister, Rebecca Chapman, Claudia Spier, Siobhan Palmer, Lauren
Alexander, Sarah Haerle, Leanne Alcantarilla-Howard, Jamie Ellis and Muhammad Saleem.




