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Tuesday 2" June 2026

Dear Parents and Carers
Site Security Reminders and Update

Safeguarding at Whitehill remains a priority and of course, as such, is always under review. One such review
has prompted me to consider a few changes to our current practice, specifically in relation to the start and
end of the school day. This will also have an implication for parents collecting from Cookie Club or other
school clubs.

Morning Routine

As you are aware, the school arrival time is 8.35am and this is the time that the pupils are able to access
their classrooms via their respective doors for the soft start. Teachers are on hand to meet and greet pupils
at the door and also have a little chat with any parent who has a quick question or comment to make.

Members of the Leadership Team are on the playground from this time, again to meet and greet and also
chat about school in general.

We will now be locking the pedestrian gates at 8.55am each day prior to staff leaving the playground to
fully secure the site. Any pupil arriving after this time will need to come to the main entrance via the
driveway on Whitehill Road and sign in there.

End of the School Day

The school pedestrian gates will open around 3.00pm as usual to allow parents and carers to access the site
in order to collect their children. Pupils will continue to be brought out from their classrooms by their class
teachers.

Whilst we have traditionally allowed some use of the school grounds to develop our sense of community at
the end of the day, we are going to be a little stricter moving forward on when we will need you to vacate
the site.

With immediate effect, our pedestrian gates will be locked again by 3.40pm and therefore all pupils and
parents must have vacated the site by this time.
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This will mean that all collection of pupils after this time — for whatever reason — will be from the area
around the main school entrance, accessed only via the main driveway gates on Whitehill Road.

School-based Clubs

The above changes will have an impact on any parents collecting pupils from an after-school club. If the
club is based inside, the pupils will be brought to the main entrance (as opposed to the pupil entrance) and
handed over from there by the adult running that activity. If the club takes place outside, for example
football or tennis, then the coaches will bring the pupils to the gate at the side of Mayan Class which, again,
is to be accessed via the main driveway gates on Whitehill Road.

Cookie Club
All collection from Cookie Club will continue to be via the main school entrance. Please note that you will
no longer be able to access the school site via either pedestrian gate, including the one on Sunnyside Road

and so you may need to leave a little more time to get to school.

Whilst these changes may bring a small amount of inconvenience, | am sure you would agree with me that
safeguarding the pupils on site remains the priority and will support me with their implementation.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support of the school.

Kind regards,
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Steve Mills
Headteacher
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